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“I was thirsty, and ye gave 
me drink” (Mat. 25:35b KJV).
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I believe that the vision was birthed with an understanding that 
clean water is vital to remain safe from disease and to maintain 
good health. Clean water is also an essential ingredient for food 
production. When contaminated water is used for crops and 
grains, it causes disease that can spread to those who consume the 
fresh produce, endangering our health.

As you can see, clean water is vital in many ways. Yet, according to 
the World Health Organization (WHO), “approximately 2.2 bil-
lion people all over the world still are unable to access safe water 
sources within their homes. It is also reported that in “sub-Saharan 
Africa alone, more than half of the population drinks water that 
comes from ‘dangerous’ resources like surface water. Approximate-
ly 102 million people are drinking surface water. In many provinces 
of South Africa, water is sometimes unavailable for two whole 
days. This happens approximately 60% of the time.”

Because of these alarming facts, MPBC still feels God’s tug to make 
a difference in the world with clean water.  Scripture teaches us 
in Hebrews 13:14, “And do not forget to do good and to share with 
others, for with such sacrifices God is pleased.” 

As Dr. Graham and the church made a commitment to do good by 
providing clean water to those in need, as your current Pastor, I 
remain fully committed to continue what was 
started under him. It is my belief that if we 
keep our faith in God, He will provide us 
the resources to construct over 300 wa-
ter wells across the world. Through the 
faithful services of the African Water 
Well Ministry, water well leads, and 
project supporters, God continues to 
help us progress. 

I encourage you to let our 2020 World Water 
Day observance remind you of the water crisis that many countries 
face.  Most importantly, let us remain steadfast in our commitment 
to making a difference in the lives of others. 

Because He Lives,

Rev. Dr. Kevin E. Donalson, Sr.,
Senior Pastor
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Committed to Making 
a Difference

Several years ago under the direction of 
Pastor Emeritus, Rev. Dr. James Gra-
ham, Jr., Mount Pleasant Baptist Church 
(MPBC) made a commitment to construct 
water wells in Africa and later expanded 
the vision to include other countries that 
also needed safe drinking water. 

Saints, I greet you in the precious 
name of our Lord and Savior, Jesus 
Christ.

Rev. Francess Crowther
Missions Director,

Water is essential for 
life, and without it we 
cannot survive. Up to 

60% of the human adult body is 
composed of water. All plants and 
animals also need water to survive. 
Therefore, if there were no water, 
there would be no life on earth.

Mount Pleasant Baptist Church 
(MPBC) took the initiative about 
eighteen years ago to provide clean and safe 
drinking water to help alleviate the sufferings 
in various countries of those afflicted by water- 
borne diseases.  To date, we have served thou-
sands of men, women, and children with clean 
drinking water. MPBC is making a difference in 
the various communities.  

I recall, in particular, when the water well 
donated in Chad, with MPBC’s assistance, was 
being dedicated and ownership was transferred, 
there were great jubilation and excitement as it 
was a very special event for all the villagers, es-
pecially the women and girls. They all crowded 
the area, dressed alike and wearing their beauti-
fully custom-made outfits that are worn for 
ceremonial celebrations. The women danced 
and sang songs to the music of drummers and 
musicians as the momentous occasion was being 
celebrated. (continued on back cover)

Rev. Dr. Kevin E. Donalson, Sr.
Senior Pastor,

Pastor Donalson on mission in 
2018 in West Pokot, Kenya, site of 
MPBC's current water well project.



dire need of life’s basic resource and 
who oftentimes are without finan-
cial means to obtain clean water.

For decades, MPBC has demon-
strated its love and compassion for 
those impacted by limited or no 
access to safe drinking water.  The 
church  has provided clean water 
sources to communities in numer-
ous countries to help save lives and 
improve living conditions.  In this 
report, the MPBC African Water 
Well Ministry highlights several  
recent water well initiatives in 
Mali, Kenya, and Nigeria that the 
church has undertaken to help meet 
needs of those impacted by inad-
equate drinking water.

The church’s outpouring of love via 
clean water sources to communities 
in need truly makes a difference. 
Women and young girls normally  
tasked with fetching water no 
longer walk miles for water, miss 
educational opportunities because 
of water duties and health reasons, 
or risk their safety walking in dan-
gerous paths to find water. 

MPBC is God’s instrument to make 
a difference in the midst of a grow-
ing water crisis.  Through your proj-
ect leadership, donations, prayers, 
and other support, you have helped 
improve and save lives.  Thank you.

297,000 children

Over half of the global population or 4.2 billion 
people lack safe sanitation. (WHO/UNICEF 
2019)

Some 297,000 children (more than 800 every 
day) under five die annually from diarrhoeal 
diseases due to poor sanitation, poor hygiene, 
or unsafe drinking water. (WHO 2019)

4.2 billion people

3 billion people
2 out of 5 people or 3 billion people around 
the world lack basic handwashing facilties at 
home. (WHO/UNICEF 2019)

2.2 billion people
Today, 1 in 3 people or 2.2 billion people 
around the world lack safe drinking water. 
(WHO/UNICEF 2019)

2 billion people
Globally, at least 2 billion people use a drinking 
water source contaminated with feces.           

1 million people
1 million deaths each year are associated with 
unclean births. Infections account for 26% of 
neonatal deaths and 11% of maternal mortality. 
(WHO/UNICEF 2019)

Statistics compiled by United Nations from the World Health 
Organization (WHO) and United Nations International Children’s 
Emergency Fund (UNICEF).

(WHO 2019)

Water. Many people take 
it for granted.  Many 
experience its scarcity, 

walking miles for it only to find wa-
ter contaminated with debris, feces, 
and other filth that cause a myriad 
of water-borne diseases. However, 
it is the latter situation that has 
prompted the United Nations (UN) 
to establish the World Water Day for 
worldwide awareness to the water 
crisis that exists in many countries 
throughout the world. The 2020 
World Water Day theme is “Water 
and Climate Change.”  

The Mount Pleasant Baptist Church 
(MPBC) African Water Well Minis-
try joins other organizations across 
the globe in bringing awareness to 
the water crisis on World Water 
Day.  The ministry also informs you 
of how God continues to use MPBC 
to help impact and save lives with 
clean water. However, for informa-
tion on climate change and how it is 
worsening the water crisis, refer to 
your World Water Day information 
packet, and go to worldwaterday.org.

Although clean water is vital for a 
healthy human life, according to 
reported data, 2.2 billion people lack 
access to safe drinking water. It is 
also reported that by the year 2025, 
at least two-thirds of the world’s 
population may face water shortages.

Water shortage has become a crucial 
and urgent concern in many parts of 
the world.  Believing it is someone 
else’s problem is an uncompassionate 
response for people who are in 

MPBC African Water Well Lead
Rev. Shirley A. Spann,

6 About the Global

Water CrisisWater Crisis
     Facts

Making a Difference withMaking a Difference with
Clean Water
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OOn February 20, 2019, MPBC completed its 37th water 
well installation in the Koulikoro Region, Mali, West 
Africa.  Stricken by vast deserts and inadequate infra-

structure, Mali is one of many nations in West Africa, where 
many people lack access to clean water and sanitation.  

MPBC partnered with the Final Command Ministries Bamako 
in the Koulikoro Region for the water well project.  Under the 
leadership of Pastor Thomas Kallay, Final Command Ministries 
Bamako contracted with EGS-HYDRO company to install a 
hand pump water well within a 2-week period on land donated 
by the Chief of the Village of Dio-Gare.  At the time, only two 
shallow water wells existed for the village in the rural commu-
nity of over 500 people. 
 
Rev. Francess Crowther, MPBC Missions Director and Mali 
Water Well Lead, reported that it was very common for people 
in the village to walk 2.5 miles to obtain clean water.  Often, 
women and children rose as early as four o’clock in the morn-
ing to take the long walk in search of clean water. Others used 
their scarce resources to buy water from men who have traveled 
far distances to fetch water in jelly cans carefully stocked in 
carts drawn by donkeys. 

With its newly-installed hand pump, Dio-Gare villagers 
are excited and very grateful for their improved living 
conditions that clean water offers. 

According to reported data of the United Nations and 
the nonprofit organization, “charity:water”, Mali is “one 
of the poorest countries in the world and has both a high 
risk of infectious disease and the world’s seventh high-
est infant mortality rate, at 77.6 deaths per 1000 live 
births.”  

Many people, especially children, frequently die of 
water-borne diseases. “Childhood diarrhea is the prima-
ry cause of death for children in Mali,” while typhoid 
fever is widespread among the people in the village.

Now with clean water readily accessible, villagers no 
longer walk miles, risking their lives and health to only 
find contaminated water.  Instead, they can access clean 
water right inside their village, improving lives.

Improving Lives in  
MALIMALI with Clean Water

Reported by:
Sis. Cherie Rogers Mazyck,
MPBC African Water Well Ministry with 
Rev. Francess Crowther, 
Mali Water Well Lead
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in January 2018, but work ceased because of lack of funds.  The 
school needed partners. MPBC partnered with the school and 
helped to fund the project with Virginia donors and the Mu-
kangu community to construct the water well.

“Mount Pleasant Baptist church and other donors have 
helped the students of Mukangu community to realize their 
dream.  This availability of clean water will make life more 
meaningful for villagers and for the children who stay in 
school until the evening. The villagers, including the school 
children, will no longer have to walk long distances looking 
for clean drinking water,” stated Sis. Imbuye.

Reflecting on growing up in the village, Sis. Imbuye stated, 
“I grew up in that village, and I know what a difference it 
makes when I compare how we walked many miles looking 
for water. I feel humbled and will forever be grateful to my 
church and other donors for assisting my community to live a 
more meaningful life.  May God bless Mount Pleasant Baptist 
Church and our other donors abundantly.”
 
The water well was later dedicated November 16, 2019. “We had 
a wonderful service of praise and worship before the dedica-
tion, which was performed by Retired Captain Samuel and Rev. 
Denise Snyder, and thirty-two children became disciples of our 
Lord Jesus Christ,” reported Sis. Imbuye. 

PPupils and staff at the Mukangu Primary School have so 
much for which to be thankful.  God has changed their 
lives from having to fetch water from a dirty river stream 

to being able to walk outside their school door to get clean 
drinking water from their own water well.

In April 2019, Mount Pleasant Baptist Church (MPBC) part-
nered with the Mukangu Primary School in Kakunga,  Kaka-
mega County, Kenya, to help construct a water well.  Located 
about 350 miles west of Nairobi, Kenya’s capitol, the primary 
school was founded in 2016 and teaches Grades 1 through 8 
in a village of 400 families.  Prior to construction, pupils and 
staff faced tremendous challenges just to find water to begin a     
typical school day.

Sis. Flora Imbuye, a MPBC member and a native of Kakunga, 
Kenya, knows personally the water challenges that pupils and 
school staff faced.  “There is an acute shortage of water through-
out the year in the Mukangu village where the Mukangu 
Primary School is located. There is also rampant poverty in this 
village and most families couldn’t access clean drinking water,” 
reported Sis. Imbuye.

“Villagers had to walk three miles to find water, and school 
children had to carry water from home for drinking.  The water 
they drank was not treated because it was fetched directly 
from the rivers,” continued Sis. Imbuye, who also noted that the 
children wasted much learning time fetching water, and water-
borne diseases were very common in the area. 

Sis. Imbuye stated that the community knew it needed a clean 
and better source for water, but it lacked funding. A nearby 
church on the property for 40 years started digging a water well

KenyaKenya
Changing Lives in  

with Clean Water

Reported by:
Rev. Shirley A. Spann,
MPBC African Water Well Ministry Lead with 
Sis. Flora Imbuye, 
Mukangu Primary School Water Well Lead
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MMount Pleasant Baptist Church 
recently installed two water 
wells in Nigeria in Makurdi, 

Benue State, and Sabon Tasha, Kaduna. 
Makurdi is in North central Nigeria with 
a population of about 1.3 million people. 
It is the capital of Benue State, Nigeria, 
and it is booming with agriculture and 
commerce, including a university and a 
military base. Benue State population is 
about 4 million. 

Sabon Tasha is part of a growing Kaduna 
City metropolis with a population of 
about 1 million people representing both 
North and South Kaduna. It is part of 
Kaduna State in Northwest Nigeria with 
a population of about 6 million people. 
Sabon Tasha is a very diverse area of the 
city with thriving businesses and small 
industries. 

As with many towns and cities in devel-
oping countries, there are areas lacking in 
basic necessities such as water and elec-
tricity. Some homes and businesses have 
private wells for water supply in addition 
to buying bottled water for drinking. 

Those without access to piped-borne 
water or private wells have to buy water 
from private wells, and bottled water 
from merchants.

Sabon Tasha, Kaduna

Makurdi, Benue State

NigeriaNigeria 
Making a Difference in

with Clean Water

In November 2018, MPBC installed 
a water well in Makurdi, Benue State, 
Nigeria, to serve about 3,000 residents 
near the Gospel Faith Mission Church 
(GOFAMINT) in Ankpa Ward, shep-
hered by Pastor Benjamin Ayoade.  

The church expressed appreciation to 
MPBC via a letter to Dea. Tony Aghay-
ere.  The well is now operating, and it is 
believed to be serving the nearby resi-
dents of the church very well, according 
to Dea. Aghayere, who had visited the 
site since the well was dug. 

MPBC installed a water well in Sabon 
Tasha community, Kaduna, in Novem-
ber 2019.  The drilling contractor for 
the church community water well was 
Voltra Tech, Nigeria Limited. 

The well was dedicated on Novem-
ber 24, 2019.  Pastor Jairus Oglewu, 
the local Pastor of Region 20 of the           
GOFAMINT, sent a letter of apprecia-
tion to Dea. Aghayere, thanking MPBC 
for its kind gesture and for helping to 
make a difference in the lives of Kaduna 
residents. 

Reported by:
Dr. Tunde Akinmoladun,
MPBC African Water Well Ministry with
Dea. Tony Aghayere, 
MPBC Nigeria Water Well Lead



Visiting MPBC’s 
Water Wells 

Online

Mount Pleasant Baptist Church has 
been providing clean water in many 
countries to help save and improve 

lives for decades.  To date, the church has in-
stalled 39 water wells of various types, including 
hand pumps, fountains, and latrines. You can 
now visit the water well sites online.

Use our latest online tool to locate past and 
current water well projects. Also, if  you are 
traveling in the areas where the water wells are 
installed, the ministry encourages you to visit 
the sites and witness how God is using MPBC 
to make a difference by providing communi-
ties with clean water.  You can use the tool to 
identify their exact locations.  (Note: The online 
tool will be accessible once the Media Ministry 
updates the church’s  Web site.)

On October 13, 2019, a three-member MPBC missions team (Rev. 
Francess Crowther, Bro. Emmett Dashiell, and Bro. Orlando Allen) 
had the privilege to visit the small village of Bema Town, Sierra 

Leon, to rededicate a previously-installed water well. It was here during an 
earlier mission in 2016 that MPBC, in partnership with Pastor Shodankeh 
Jonson’s New Harvest Global Ministries, installed a water well in the village. 
Our Missions Lead, Rev. Crowther, was a member of that original team led 
by Rev. Dr. James Graham, Jr., now Pastor Emeritus of MPBC.  

During the Rededication ceremony, it was amazing 
to see and be a part of the villagers’ celebrations and 
praises of thanks to God for the water well. For too 
long, villagers trekked miles in search of clean water 
until MPBC partnered with New Harvest Global 
Ministries to change lives with safe drinking water. 
God used MPBC to not only provide a clean water 
source centrally located within the village but also to 
provide hope for better lives for over three hundred 
families.

With about 25 community residents in attendance  
amid very hot and dry weather conditions, Rev. Crowther led the ceremony 
with prayers and was joined by local officials to rededicate the water well, 
which serves a community of approximately 500 villagers. The water well 
appeared in excellent condition. To God be the glory! 

Coming 
Soon

!
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Rededicating a Water Well in Rededicating a Water Well in 
Sierra Leone 

Reported by:
Bro. Emmett Dashiell,
MPBC African Water Well Ministry;
2019 Sierra Leone Missions Team



West Pokot,West Pokot,

The MPBC African 
Water Well Min-
istry would like to 

reach out to our church 
family members whose na-
tive countries  are experi-
encing limited or no access 
to safe drinking water.  

If women and girls are 
walking miles, trying to 
find water for daily use, or 
children are dying because 
of water-borne diseases, 
MPBC wants to help 
improve your native com-
munity’s living conditions  
and would like to hear           
from you.

KenyaKenya
MPBC’s Current Water Well Project

Contact the ministry to learn 
how MPBC can partner with 
your native community to 
provide clean water to help 
save and improve lives. Our 
process is simple.  

The ministry requires you 
to complete its Water Well 
Funding Proposal form, 
detailing the water problem. 
Once we recieve the form, we 
will review your request, and    
contact you.    

Grab an information card 
from the vestibule, and let us 
hear from you.  Together, we 
can make a difference.

Is Your Native Is Your Native 
Country In Need Country In Need 
of Clean Water?of Clean Water?

Clean WaterClean Water
Outreach

African Water Well Ministry

#WEBUILDHERE -- #ELEVATE

Mount Pleasant Baptist Church

2516 Squirrel Hill Road    Herndon, VA  20171    l

Rev. Dr. Kevin Donalson, Sr., Senior Pastor
Rev. Francess Crowther, Missions Director

Rev. Shirley A. Spann, African Water Well Ministry Lead

(703) 793-1196      

www.mtpleasantbaptist.org

What the Ministry Has Done

Broadened an existing 
partnership with the 
community.

Researched and gathered 
information on the region.

Completed a geological 
survey.

Researched drilling 
companies.

Received cost estimates.

Moved closer to identi-
fying a potential drilling 
company and received 
invoice of costs.

Requested documentation 
on all contractual terms 
and agreements.

Bro. Emmett Dashiell, 
MPBC West Pokot

Water Well Lead
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The community at large in that location in Chad are excited 
that water-borne diseases are no longer a threat to them or their 
children. They are living healthier lives and women and girls don’t 
have to walk long distances to get clean drinking water.  More-
over, diseases contracted from unsafe water are no longer at the 
forefront of every concerned mother’s mind. 

The same sentiments of appreciation have been witnessed in all 
the other 39 villages and towns where MPBC has installed water 
wells. All water well recipients are extremely grateful for the 
benefits they are receiving from the water wells that have been 
installed in their communities by MPBC.

A special “thank you” to our seniors, Christian Academy students, 
and the MPBC family who have on various occasions made contri-
butions towards the MPBC water well projects.  We are humbled 
for how God is using MPBC to make a difference by installing 
water wells to provide clean sustainable drinking water.

As we observe the 2020 World Water Day, MPBC is committed to 
continuing to provide sustainable water wells for these communi-
ties that are in dire need of clean drinking water. MPBC’s support 
enables women and girls to have access to water to take care of 
their hygienic needs and provides them also with the opportunity 
to enjoy health, educational, and economic benefits, which with-
out the water wells, would not be possible.

Missions Director’s Message

Rev. Francess Crowther

(continued from Page 2)
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